Discussion
The related S-alkylthiophenium salt [2] was first prepared in 1964 and subsequently such salts and their reactivities [3] have been reported in detail. However, to date only a few S-arylthiophenium salts have been reported [4] . Recently, we have successfully prepared the bis-S-arylthiophenium salt in one step. The structure plot (50% probability ellipsoids) excludes the two triflate counter ions per molecule and water for simplicity. The hydrogen atoms of the water molecules were not localized. The selenium atom is on the two-fold axis of symmetry and the coordinates of the atoms with asterisks are equal to -x, y, 1/2-z with respect to the corresponding unique atom coordinates at x, y, z-The Se-C bond distances are normal at 1.936(5) A, as is the C(l)-S(l)-C(l)* bond angle of 102.3(3)°. The respective positive charge is located on the sulfur atoms and influences their bonding nature. The sulfur atoms are in a pyramidal environment with the bond distances S(l)-C(4), S(l)-C(9) and S( 1)-C(20) equal to 1.785(5) A, 1.794(6) A and 1.775(6) A, respectively. All the other bond distance and bond angles are in the normal range. 
